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Edinburgh’s 2008 Run for Relief: Burma – 4th October 2008
Dear [Recipient]
I am grateful for the opportunity to freely express my views to my elected representatives.  On 4 October I will be running in the Edinburgh Run for Relief in Burma, a 5k run to raise support for the people of Burma, who do not enjoy the same freedom.  As you may know the people of Burma are ruled by one of the most oppressive military dictatorships in the world.  This military machine suppresses any opposition: ignoring Aung San Suu Kyi’s party’s landslide election victory in 1990 and brutally ending peaceful protests by thousands of monks last September.  
This regime is responsible for systematic rape, slave labour and regional ethnic cleansing within Burma.  As we have seen again in the news this year the regime are more concerned with saving face than supplying aid to the people affected by Cyclone Nargis.

What am I doing about it?
One of the greatest crimes of the Burmese regime is that, in the past 12 years, more than 3000 villages of ethnic minorities have been attacked by the military.  This has resulted in about one million internally displaced people (IDPs) who are running for their lives.  For these villagers running is not a choice.  

Run for Relief is part of a global effort to come to their aid both through funding humanitarian relief and increasing awareness of their plight. This is the second year of the run in Edinburgh and on Saturday 4 October I will be running in solidarity with the people of Burma.
Who's responsible for the event?

This race is organised by Partners Relief & Development (UK charity #1118339), with the help of concerned individuals from the Edinburgh area.  One of Partners' core activities is providing emergency relief to victims of oppression and natural disaster: both internally displaced persons inside Burma and refugees that have run from it.

What can you do?
I am pleased that the Gordon Brown has recently called for more pressure to be placed on the regime to release political prisoners (19th June 08), that the UK government has committed to continuing to increase aid to IDPs in Burma, and the European Parliament issued two condemnations of the brutal killings of innocent protestors.  However I would like the pressure on the regime to be increased.
As our elected members of the [Scottish/National/European] parliament we would like you to write to the UK Foreign Secretary David Miliband to call for the UK government to:
· lead the way for the international community in rejecting the vote on the new constitution;
· target further sanctions towards the regime and inward investment;
· and pressure Burma’s international allies such as the ASEAN members and China to stop their support for the regime.
I would also welcome you to join me and run!  Last year there were almost 200 runners (and walkers) of all standards participating in the 5km race and I would value it if you could show your support for the people of Burma by joining us on the 4th October in Edinburgh’s Meadows.
Kind Regards

[Signature]

For more information on the Run for Relief, Partners UK and problems in Burma go to:

http://www.runforburma.org
http://www.partnersworld.org.uk
http://www.burmacampaign.org.uk
